Attachment 2:

Teachers’ Evaluation of the Intensive Programme

From our point of view the students became aware of the fact that:

1. What kind of challenge stereotypes there are in professional work with elderly and especially in gerontological social work.

2. What generational interaction and gaps mean on the demographical level in Europe.

3. How generational differences are a standpoint when the society will create and use networks as a method in gerontological social work.

4. Generational relations and especially generational barriers are a remarkable part of demographical changes in European context.

5. An important part of social work with elderly in the home we stayed in is about listening and communication. The elderly said that it is very important that the staff smiles and have the time to listen even if it is complaining. It is important that the staff know how to talk with the elderly not just to the elderly.

6. About working in teams, so that the work and the activities maybe have a multidisciplinary approach. The staff said that they need to work together with every elderly in the home. In a home you are never alone but lonely – that is a whole different matter. So the staff tries to do many things with a multidisciplinary approach because it will have a positive effect on both the social life and the health. 

7. The history of the elderly is important in the daily work and activities. Many of the elderly in this home bring with them the history from 2 world wars. They also bring the story about Slovenia becoming independent in 1992.Their country has been trough big changes. In other countries there are also elderly with history from the world wars but not a history about independence. 

8. That working with the elderly can be done differently. Here the discussions about Goffmans theory about total institution were an eye opener. The agency visits and student presentations contributed to a reflective approach on what is “best practice”.   

